1877.

QUEENSLAND.

REPORT FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHS
ON THE WORKING OF HIS DEPARTMENT DURING THE YEAR 1876,

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command.

Electric Telegraph Department,
Superintendent’s Office,
Brishane, 23rd April, 1877.
Sie,
" T have the honor to submtit for your information the following Report on the progress,
working, and financial condition of my Department to the end of 1876 :—

EXTENSION OF LINES.

Since the date of my last Annual Report (19th March, 1876) the following extensions have been
completed, namely :— ,
From Charleville to Cunnamulla
»  Ipswich to Nanango
»  Junction Creek to Palmerville
»  Charters Towers to Dalrymple
»  Tambo to Blackall
" Woody Tsland line to Dundathu, and
»  Mackay to Flat-top Island.
In all 486 miles. The form annexed (Appendix Table No. 1) contains the dates on which the
several lines were commenced and completed, tﬁm’r length, cost per mile, and the dates whereon the
several stations were opened.

EXTENSIONS IN PROGRESS.

1. Ipswich to Fassifern; estimated length, 80 miles. A. tender was accepted for constructing this
line on the 28th of February last; and the work is to be completed and handed over to the Government
within 4 months of notification of acceptance of the tender.

2. Highflelds Railway Station to Crow’s Nest ; estimated length, 17 miles. A contract was taken
for this work on 28th February last; and it is to be completed by the 28th of May next. N

8. From a point on the Junction Creek, Palmer line, to Thornborough; estimated length, 85
miles. A tender was accepted for erecting this line on the 29th of March last; the work to be completed
within 10 months from notification of the tender being accepted. g

4. From 8t. George to Curriwillinghi ; estimated length, 100 miles. A tender was accepted for
constructing this line on the 19th instant ; the work to be completed within 8 months from notification of
the tender being accepted. .

5. Second wire from Maryborough, vié Gin Gin and Gladstone, to Rockhampton ; distance, 266
miles. A tender was accepted for this work on the 19th instant; the contract to be completed by the
19th August next,

6. From Dalby, following the Roma Railway to Cooranga and Charley’s Creek; estimated
distance, 50 miles. A contract will be entered into for this work during the month; the line to be com-
pleted within 6 months from notification of the tender being accegted.

7. Carriage and erection of iron poles between the ninety-t ile peg from N and the
Einasleigh River (Carpentaria line), distance 123 miles. A tenderwas accepted for this work on the 14th
Januar}('l last, the contract to be completed within ten months from notification of the tender being
accepted.

P 8. Tenders are now invited for the construction of aline from Gladstone to Bustard Head. This
work will consist of 25 miles of additional wire on the existing poles, and 25 miles of new line. Tenders
will be received until the 30th instant, and six months will be allowed to complete the contract.

EXTENSIONS SANCTIONED.
Blackall to Aramac
Da.lrx“iymple to Junction Creek
Burdelkin to Cape Bowling Green
EXTENSION PROPOSED.
Thornborough to Cairns.

We
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‘We have now_4,708 miles of line, 6,156 miles of wire, and 120 stations in daily operation. The
establishment comprises 265 officers of various grades on the permanent staff, besides 40 overseers and
workmen yed on i i duty. Detailed information of the foregoing will
be found in the tables appended.

Exrent of Lings, Nuusez of Srarrons and the PoPULATION in this pnd the NEiemBOoRING COLONIES.

Number Numnber of Number of Population, | Number of inhabitants
Name of Colony. of Miles of Miles of end of to each mile

Stations, Lines, ‘Wire. 18765, of line,
Queenslend ... 120 4708 6,156 181,288 38
Now South Wales 166 8,405 606,652 about 121
iotoria ... 180 2,743 4,745 823,272 300
South Australia 111 3,751 4,586 210,442 56
New Zealand ... ... 142 3,154 7247 375,856 119
mania ... . 53 750 103,663 about 140
Western Australia .. .. .. .. 20 *900 26,709 29

* 4150 800 miles tn course of erection,

By this table, it will be seen that Western Australia and Queensland have more miles of telegraph
line, in_proportion to population, than any of the colonies; and,in fact, any country in the world.
Queensland possesses nearly 1,000 wmiles more line than any of the adjoining colonies, New South Wales
excepted. I am unable to ascertain the actual mileage of lines in New South Wales, but it can be little,
if any more than in Queeensland.

Owing to the largely increased size of the Department, and the business resulting therefrom, I
have for some time past been almost constantly confined to the office; and in order that I may be
enabled to devote more time to my outside duties, I would suggest that the Northern Assistant be
transferred to Brisbane, and that his place be supplied by a General Inspector.

WORKING OF LINES.

The lines throughout the colony have worked well during the year ; but few interruptions occurred,
and the insulation continues in a saﬁsgactory condition. However, three times within the last two months,
the line near Cooktown was injured by the blacks ; on one occasion they took away 200 yards of wire, and
a8 the wet season prevailed, some difficulty was experienced in effecting repairs.

As the induced automatic current affected some of the Morse lines in New South Wales, the work-
ing of Wheatstone’s instruments between Brisbane and Sydmey was discontinued in August last;
otherwise, the experiment proved successful, and on arrival of repeaters from England, these instruments
will again be employed. In alluding to the automatic system, a writer in last December’s “ Telegraphic
Journal” says :—“ Where speed, accuracy, and economy are needed the automatic system is a necessity of
“the age, and is as certain to supersede the old form of app as a by has superseded a
“ donkey in running for the Derby.”

have just introduced two sets of Preece’s single-wire railway block-signalling instruments.
They work well, and I think sufficient should be imported gor general use on the Northern and Southern
Railways. These instruments consist of a semaphore as the block signal, switch, bell and bell key ; they
are expressly intended for signalling trains, and cannot be employed for other purposes.

The cables in Moreton and Hervey’s Bays have given no trouble during the year, and the insulation
continues perfect. The short cable between the mainland and Curtis Island has lafely been renewed. In
March last a new cable two miles in length was successfully laid between the mainland, near Mackay,
and Flat-top Island ; the insulation is satisfactory, and it works kably well.

«  Four maintenance and repairing parties were employed during part of the year, two in the
Northern and_two in the Southern district. Two American wagons, properly equipped, and ordered
expressly for light repairing parties, will soon be completed ; they are intended for the Western districts,
and when in use will effect a great saving, as we are now paying from three to six pounds each for poles
on the Western lines.

T have much pleasure in observing that the new Central Station is at length commenced. It will,
a8 you are aware, ad{:}in the General Post Office in Queen street, and, when finished, will afford ample

dation for the Dep 1 business in Brisbane, and also prevent much of the sickness for some

b1

time pi in the present building, which is utterly inadequate for the large staff now
therein employed.
SHIPPING AND METEOROLOGICAL REPORTS.
The usual shipping intelligence has been transmitted to and received from the several seaports in
this and the adjoining colonies. s
e wind and weather reports from all stations, and meteorological observations from Cape Moreton,
Toowoomba, and Warwick, have been regularly forwarded at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily throughout the year ;
also the reading of the rainfall taken every twenty-four hours at 9 a.m., and posted at the principal
stations for public information.
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE.
The tables appended furnish detailed information relative to the receipts and expenditure at
Queensland stations suring the year 1876.
The cash collection of the Department at all its branches amounted to £29,684 17s. 11d., being
an increase on the previous year of £3,740 11s. 4d.
The value of messages transmitted on the Public Service, £12,372 6s.; increase, £2,286 15s. 2d.
Total revenue, £42,057 8s. 11d., being £6,027 6s. 6d. increase upon the previous year.
The actual expenditure during the same period was—In salaries, £32,625 2s. 1d.
Contingencies, £14,372 125, 8d.
Amount paid to other colonies on account of intercolonial message business, £2,584 0s. 11d.
Total, £49,581 15s. 8d.
Showing an excess of expenditure over revenue of £7,624 11s. 9d. In
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In a financial point of view this result is far from satisfactory. In my report, dated 26th March,
1870, I remarked as follows :— In some of the neighboring colonies a universal charge of one shilling
for each message, irrespective of distance, has been adopted, it is said, with some degree of success, but 1
do not consider that such could be adopted in this colony with advantage, principally on account of the

vast extent of country d, the scanty popul and the add l cost of maintaining lines in an
uninhabited country.” However, the indirect advantages gainéd by a uniform shilling rate more than
malkes up for the actual money loss. For G purposes alone, the Tel his invaluable, and i

will, I have no doubt, be the means of preventing Separation for many years to come.

The number of messages transmitted within the Colony increased from 409,000 in 1875 to
479,073 in 1876, being an increase in the paid messages of 44,097, in those of the Public Service of 25,977,
and a decrease of 1 in the International business. Total increase,70,078. Thisresult is very encouraging,
and shows how the value of tel phi i is appreciated and und d in this ive and
sparsely-populated country.

During the year, 42,539 messages, value £6,358 2s. 2d., were received from other colonies; 2,436,
value £226 12s. 8d., passed free on Savings Bank account; and 120, value £19 Os. 1d., were sent for
the Pastoral and Ageicultural Society free of charge; 312 International Messages were transmitted in
1876, on which we collected £1,900 2s. 10d., and the approximate value of shipping and meteorological
telegrams amounted to £9,000.

TUp to the 31st of December, 1876, £300,617 10s. 2d. had heen expended on construction account.
A detniled statement of the year’s expenditure appears in the Appendix, to which I would invite
attention.

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION.

Since submitting my last annual Report, cable communication between Australia and India has
been interrupted during a period of 126 days, thus causing considerable inconvenience and loss to
merchants and others relying upon the international tel h for ission of business.

In order to secure fegular ication, it is now uni lly admitted that a duplicate cable is
absolutely necessary, and to this end, six or seven distinct routes are suggested, of which the three
following appear to be the most feasible :—

1. New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia seem in favor of duplicating the present
cable, and inviting other colonies to assist in subsidising the Company for this pur{ms‘e.
Now, as that would perpetuate the existing monopoly, and place Australia entirely in
the hands of the Eastern Companies, I cannot recommend its adoption.

2. Much has been said in favor of a cable from Champion Bay, Western Australia, to Ceylon.
Admiral Richards, the late hydrographer to the Admiralty, states that he is not in favor
of this route, in q of the great difficulties in repairing cables when laid across
the direction of the trade winds, and would not recommend any Company to take the
responsibility of maintaining cables under such circumstances. And, as this isalso a deep-
sea route, I think it may be idered itable for our requi

8. The third and most eligible route is from our northern coast, and will be dealt with further
on.

I would now briefly refer to the origin and progress of our International Telegraph. So far
back as 1850, the late Mr. John Th Deputy Surveyor-Gt l of New South Wales, first proposed
telegraphic communication between Australis and England. This gentleman advocated a line from
Sydney, vid Port Essington, Singapore, and India, to London ; and supported his scheme by contributing
several able articles to the Australian papers. When writing on the subject in 1854—before long lines
were in existence—he justly remarked, that—“ It isa mistake to suppose that the electric tele%raph is suited
to_short distances only—quite a mistake. The importance and utility of the electric telegraph must
evidently increase with the distance, and ere long, the transmission of letters by post between the Antipodes
and England must cease. No one will care to write a letter which will require five or six months fo get
an answer to, when it can be obtained in a few days or hours.”” Mr. Thompson’s prediction has been
partly fulfilled, and it is impossible for us to foresee what the telegraph—this mighty agent of civilization
~—is, in the fulness of time, destined to accomplish.

In 1860, Mr. TF. Gisborne visited the Australian Colonies, for the purpose of obtaining subsidies
for laying cables_from Java round our coast to Moreton Bay, distance 3,024 knots, at an_estimated cost
of £1,100,000. In order to carry out this scheme, New South Wales voted a subsidy of £10,000 and
Victoria £18,000 per annum, contingent upon the Imperial Government contributing; and the Govern-
ments of Queensland, Tasmania, and New Zealand promised to assist. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Gisborne
roposed a second plan, namely, to carry a cable from East Java to the Gulf of Carpentaria, with a land
ne to Brisbane, but neither of those proposals was carried out.

Although several valualle suggestions were published in the interim, the latter important proposi-
tion remained in abeyance until the end of 1869, when the British Australian Telegra; ECompmny was
formed in London for the purpose of connecting Singapore with our terminal station at Carpentaria. The
Company’s agent arrived at Adelaide in April 1870, and, without consulting the other colonies, arranged
with South Australia to land the cable at IIJ’ort Darwin, the Government of that colony undertaking to
connect the Company’s cable with the Australian system. This arrangement was eventually carried out at
a great expense, and South Australia is now said to be losing by the line in question at the rate of £387,000
per annum.

The Eastern Company successfully laid a duplicate cable between Aden and Bombay on the 4th;
and the Eastern Extension Australia and China Company laid a cable from Rangoon to Penang on the
10th of the present month.

Owing to high charges, and interruptions to cable icati a Conf isting of
delegates from all the colonies of Australasia, assembled at Sydney in February, 1873, for the purpose of
discussing and deciding upon a duplicate i ional line, when a resolution was passed in favor of a cable
being laid between Normanton and Singapore, without delay. The Queensland, New South Wales, and
New Zealand delegates afterwards agreed to guarantee 5 per cent. per annum on the cost of 1€ables from

ormanton
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Normanton to Singapore, and from New South Wales to New Zealand. Although this was approved by
the respective Parliaments of the three colonies, and a contract entered into for laying the Normanton=~
Singapore cable, through some misunderstanding in London, the work was not carried out.

In order to obtain this duplicate communication, a second Conference was held in Sydney during
January last, on which occasion New South Wales, New Zealand, South Australia, Victoria, and
‘Western Australia opposed the Queensland route, and Tasmania did not vote. And, after sitting for six
days, the Conference was closed without result. !

So now there appears to be little prospect of the sister colonies assisting Queensland in securin
her long-projected line—at all events, until the evil of fostering a powerful monopoly is severely felt an:
fully undlérsbood.

The proposed Queensland route is both shorter, and, in a great measure, superior to the Port Darwin
line, as I will endeavor to show. The relative distances from Brisbane to London, via Port Darwin,
according to the route now followed, and the proposed Queensland lines are as follow :—

Via Porr DarwiN. Via QUEENSLAND.

Land Lines, 5,319 miles Land Lines, 7,895 miles
Cables, 9,903 miles Cables, 4,822 miles
Total length 15,222 miles. Total length 12,717 miles.

Thus showing that the Queensland route is some 2,500 miles shorter than by the existing cables,
And the long land lines which span nearly two-thirds of the distance traversed are, in many respects,
preferable to cables, as they are worked with greater speed, and when interrupted, are more readily
Trepaired.
" The land sections in Queensland have worked well for many years, and can be depended upon in
any weather. They consist, for the most part, of triplicate and duplicate lines, and are now availabie for
international business.

The cables in' connection with our lines would be laid in shallow seas throughout, with good
bottoms, and, in the event of accident, could be easily lifted for necessary repairs.

The direct route between Queensland and Asla appears to be very suitable for submarine cables,
and T believe it is far better than any other.

Now, in order to abolish the existing monopoly, secure regular communication, and place the

i 1 as well as the lonial and local lines within reach of the general public, I would
strongly recommend that Queensland should assume the whole responsibility of laying a cable from her
Northern Coast, via M: and Si to Bankok in Si: d so 1 second and ind dent

2 v pY 't

line to Burope—the distance of which would be, say, 3,500 knots, and the cost of the cables about
£1,100,000. This amount might be borrowed by the colony at 4 per cent., or at an annual payment of
£44,000 interest. Tenders should be invited for constructing, laying, and working the cables, and the
usual penalties be imposed for breach of contract, &c. (See letter, Appendiz No.7,) After paying
working expenses, and placing a reasonable sum to the credit of a renewal fund, the net receipts tv be
appropriated in reduction of interest, which I believe the colony would not long be called upon to pay.

rovision might be made for a portion of the jnterest by Queensland ceasing to subsidise Ocean Mail
Steamers, which will be unnecessary when this line is completed and the charges reduced. Then all
imp pond will be itted by telegraph, and ordinary letters, newspapers, book-packets,
&., might be forwarded by the numerous steam clipper ships constantly trading between England and
lia.

Should Queensland initiate the system I have just shadowed forth, which must soon become
general, she will be the means of conferring an inestimable boon both upon the Australian Colonies and
the rest of the civilized world.

T have, &c.,
'W. J. CRACKNELL, ytember Society Telograph Englnesrs,
Superintendent of Electric Tel h

'P

The Honourable the Postmaster-Gleneral.

APPENDICES.
Table I.
Smowrxe DATES on which L1NEs were CoMMENCED and CoMPLETED, LENGTH, CosT, and DATes when STATIONS Were Opened.
verege |
DaTEs WHEN Gost,
Yength per Mile,
Section. of iveot| Total Cost, Dates on which Stations Opened.
Seotion. Supervision,
Commenced, | Finishea. | Bulldings,

£ s d g
4917 9 6 | Counamulls, 12th August, 1876
343213 6 | Fernvale, 20th May, 1876; sk, 6th June, 1876;
‘Nanango, 23rd June, 1876,
18625 211 | Tate, 15th May, 1876; Waish, 18th July, 1576;

Charleville to Cunnamull 20 Sept., 1875 | 10 Aug,, 1878
Ipswich to Nanango ... 10 Nov, 1875 , 27 July, 1876

Junction Creek to Palmer ... | 178 0 |20 April, 1876 | 1July, 1878

Paimerville, Sth May, 187
Charters Towers to Dalrymple* | 25 13 | 10 April, 1876 | 2 Aug, 1876 S Dalrymple, 11th August, 1876,
Tambo to Blackal* ... 63 20 |28 Fev, 1878 | 9 April, 1877 ‘Blackall, 1ith April, 1877,
Maryborough to Dundathu 0| June, 1876 28 Aug, 1876 270 8
Torar, 2

* Work not et complete s regards payments.

Table



ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.

Table Ia.

RETUEN of MirEs of LINE, Mizes of Wi, NUMBER of Srations, NumBER of OFrFicERS, NUMBER of MEssaaes TRANSMITTED, and RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE in each Month during the Year 1876,

RECEIPTS.

No. of EXPENDITURE. Tt
Hicers,
No.of | No.of io ?‘(‘;g”
Months, Mé:e:;: of mwg?'s of | gNo-of | Goustruc: PAID MESSAGES. OHM,3. MESSAGES, INTERNATIONAL To1AL. Bentcitito
6. ro. + | tion or ,
Malnten- — DOl0g PIODOTUION)  Balaries. Contingenoles, | gt o
Partios. M‘;‘;‘;‘“ng. Amount, Mz:'ags‘ Amount, g{:gé:;. Amount, Ml:sgbgs'. Amount, m‘e‘::i;lg;{“

1876. £ s d £ s d £ s d. £ s d £ s d £ o d £ s d £ s d.
January W r 23,437 2,078 1 0! 11,157 | 904 4| 387 814 9| 34,631 2,990 18 1 W 2,559 8 11 94719 2| 3507 3 1
February e 23,502 2,172 11 11 | 10,858 | 876 15 10| 46 |14 4 O 84,406 8,063 11 9 2,482 16 9 767 5 8| 38250 2 &

[arch v 27,165 2549 6 8| 12197 |1,012 1 7 10 16 9| 89,405 3572 5 0| 631 14 10 271116 8| 187 8 9| 5231 0 3
April e 25,488 2,316 14 6 10815 | 917 8 b 5 4 9| 86328 3,239 7 8 2,534 11 10 6560 2 11| 8,09414 9
ay o 27,760 2,523 6 11| 12,205 (1,015 2 9 . e 89,965 8,588 9 8 o 2,764 10 4 18 2 ,409 6
June | Lag63 | 6,081% 118 265 28,101 2,585 18 10 | 11,616 | 977 8 0] . 89,717 3,563 610 | 652 7 38 2,842 17 7 2,251 8 8| 5,746 6
July ¢ ¥ 29,078 2,645 12 0| 14,060 (1,161 7 8 .. 43,188 3,706 19 5 2,484 18 4 71114 6| 8,196 7 10
August; 81,208 2,741 4 5| 14361 |1178 3 7| 28 519 9| 45,597 8,925 7 9 e 2,936 7 9 653 2 7| 358910 4
September 29,438 2,669 6 4| 13,620 |1,124 4 8| 32 718 0| 43,090 3801 9 0| 6931811 2829 8 0/ 1,875 311 | 5398 7 10
October e 29,060 2,590 18 2| 13,248 |1,109 12 10 | 28 5 7 0| 42,336 8,705 18 0 oo 2,689 17 0 670 16 10 | 3,360 13 10

November i 27,532 2,463 15 10 | 13,069 |1,065 18 2 | 31 6 1 0| 40,632 8,585 15 0O " 282219 6 645 4 9| 8,468 4
Decomber o | 27,323 2,373 12 10 | 12463 |1,030 0 5| 42 |10 2 6| 89,828 341315 9| 605 19 11 2966 2 5| 275711 9| 632014 1
829,092 | 29,610 9 5 |149,669 (12,372 6 0| 812 |74 8 6 (479,073 | 42,067 3 11 (2,584 011 | 82,625 2 1 14,872 12 8 {49,581 15 8

Reumarrs.—Total Expenditure in excess of total Revenue, £7,524 11s. 9d.
Received from Australian Colonies, 42,539 messa,ges, value £6,858 2s. 2d.

Total amount received in Q

d for I

1

£1,900 25, 10d.

Bavings Bank business sent free, 2,436 messages, value £226 12s. 8d.
land National and Agricul
Approximate value of Shipping and Meteorological Messages sent free, £9,000 por annum,

Messages transmitted free on business of the Q

-..Amount

ded to 81st D b

1876, in

of Lines and Stations, £300,617 10s. 2d.

1 Society, June 6th to August 81st, 120 messages, value £19 0s. 1d.




RETURN showing Torat AMOUNT of CorzEorioNs, NUMexR of Mgessaoms TRANsMITTED snd AMoUNT EXPENDED in SATARIES and
CoNTINGENOIES 8t the various TELEGRAPH STATIONS, during the Year 1876.
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Table IL

RECEIPTS,
STATIONS, canm, omas. TomaL.
ok, | Amomt, |\ Noof | Amoust, |yNoof | amouat. Salaries, | Contingonoies. | Total
2 s oa 2 s d £ sd| £ ad| & sd| £ na
Chiof Offico .. 330316 9| 271 2 2| 35741811
risbane ... 74,952 | 787914 8| 13,605 [ 1,894 7 5| 87557 | 9274 2 1| 3804 0 8| 1,646 0 8| 5540 1 4
Rockhampton 25,557 | 2204 3 0| 8497 | 4261911 20054 | 2721 211 | 1724 2 5 81617 7| 204 0 O
ooktown 11594 | 1,259 9 2 14311 4| 12,589 | 1,403 0 481 7 6| 11110 2| 59217 8
Yownsville 19696 | 189315 8| 1926 | 247 8 3| 21622 | 21401811 | 657 9 2| 1771410| 835 4 0
19977 | 1809 9 1| 2041 | 18717 3| 22018 | 1997 6 4| 66516 2| 18415 3| 85011 &
3987 | o214 3| 141 | 13814 2| 15398 | 1161 8 4| 567 0 0) 68 7\ 8337
ackay 7,421 7 5 0| 827 | 108 1 4| 8248| 885 6 37516 4| 14118 8| 51715 0
Charters Towers 9483 | 8816 0| 162| 1816 4| 9645 812 il B0 0| TEsad| aisal
Toomoomba. Bailway
Statio 1297 83 3 1| 7329 | 788 6 0| 8626 821 8 1| 220 0 0 616 6| 22616 6
xp.mh nmw.y Sta-
w| 9591 5710 2| 6977| 68919 8| 7936 | 747 910| 260 0 0 810 6 2810 6
wo| 4709 6 9 5 284 40 8 2| 4993| 49617 7| 18215 0| 18615 1| 81910 1
w| 8963 | 61918 8| 647| 9018 9| 9610( 71014 5| 8L 3 0| 357 1410| 73817 10
5,670 7 1 4| 1640| 20816 3| 73i0| 67017 7| 787 0 Of 55110 8133810 8
7245 688 6 6| 55| 76 210| 8 663 9 4| 820 0 0| 21715 0| 53718 0
7680 | 653 1 1| 58| b6411 9| 8208| 6071210| 392 0 Of 65 3 6| 457 2 6
7400 | 546 6 4| 86| 5L 2 5| 7986| 57 8 9| 40818 4| Y516 0| 484 9 4
5069 | 50514 O 528 6519 3| 5597 56113 3| 82113 4| 94 0 4| 41513 8
7316 | 503138 1| 500| 4515 4| 7816| 549 8 5| 49713 4| 5718 8| 51l 7
289| 1719 6| 8222 489 0 9of 8511 | 507 0 3| 120 0 0| 12 9 0| 132 9 0
4561 436 0 6| 466 5314 9| 5027 | 48915 3| 25619 2| 256 1 1| 512 0 38
622| 35 2 1| 6848| 413 611 7470 o| 1mo1911| 135 3| 125 2
undaberg ... 4642 | 3711311| 48| 50 4 2| 5130( 42118 1| 0118 4| 126 8 1| 428 1 6
Tndooroopilly 118 7 5 1| 6783| 40815 1| 6896| 416 0 2| 8118 4| 1111 6| 93 410
o 287! 1615 7| 6241 890 6 0 6528 17| 10418 8 11110| 11517 6
3558 | 368 7 10 305 3218 9| 8863 1 6 7 26411 4 10516 4| 3870 8
936 55 610| 5216 3 2| 62| 39710 0 120 0 0 616 6| 12616 6
464 | 2710 9| 5944 | 3621110 6308( 3% 2 7| 120 0 0 919 0| 12919 0
8163 | 8011611| 600| 8411 8| 3758 386 8 7| 80813 4 € 9| 391 01
708| 4315 2| 8384| 83817 7 4042| 88212 9| U2 0 0| 1218 1| 12413 1
4347 35115 0| '289| 24 8 O 4586 876 3 0| 205 2 0| 198 1 3| 493 3 8
749 | 548 9| 4709| 312 1 5[ 5y 36610 2| 120 0 0 716 6| 12716 6
2563 264 9 1| 610 93 7 3| 8178 35716 4| 33712 3| 19418 5| 53210 8
8562 | 33412 5§ 95 81410 | 3647 3487 3| 202 0 of 1033 9| 3053 9
2616 1| 4297 | 809 7 8| 4730 336 3 9| 120 0 0 6§16 6| 12616 6
8626 30813 8| 246| 2611 5| 382 335 5 1| 27210 0| 78 6 4| 85016 4
708| 45 810| 4331 | 28314 o 5089 | 329 210 120 0 © 616 6| 12616 6
298| 18 8 5| 4723 | 30817 O 5021 | 827 5 5| 120 0 0 18 9| 1818 9
108 51811 | 492 | 80714 8| 6025| 81813 7| 120 0 0| 1216 6 13216 6
68| 3617 2| s889| 25115 5| 4527 28812 7| 100 0 0O 816 6| 10816 6
2259 | 176 9 9 645| 10415 9| 2904 | 281 5 6| 828 6 8| 81514 7| 64 1 3
8024 23618 9| 448| 42 6 4| Sa72| 279 0 1| 32113 4| 141 8 9| 468 2 1
2677 24019 6| 29| 8410 1| 2956| 276 9 7| 340 0 0| 100 9 6| 440 9 6
798| 5213 8| 2730 | 222 3 1| 8528 27416 4| 116 9 O 766 12815 6
23 411| 4002 | 251 0 6| 4282 274 5 5| 100 0 0 86 6| 108 66
2621 22812 6| 853| 3519 2| 2074 26411 8| 25113 4| 8 6 2| 33619 6
744| 46 111| 3068| 21618 6| 3807| 263 0 5| 120 0 O| 14 9 8| 134 9 8
2401 | 16510 8| 907| 9618 9| 3308| 262 9 5| 120 0 0| 11 6 6| 1381 6 6
1857 | 188 010( 368 7 8| 2225| 289 8 6| 175 0 0f 10714 3| 28214 3
2020 | 19518 1| =287 851210| 23 2322011 | 324 3 4| 1751410 49918 2
442 | 16712 1| 389 19 1831 | 2811110| 840 0 0| 15616 0| 49616 O
40| 29 5 8| 292 | 194 510| 3812 | 22311 6| 103 6 8| 1114 O| 115 0 8
121 7 010 27| 20014 2808 | 20715 6| 8118 4 616 6| 88 910
122 619 0| 3,068 191 3,190 198 5 8 15 0 0 719 0 12219 0
140 915 4 2820 [ 166 411 | 2960 | 176 0 3 9113 4 916 6| 101 910
1837 | 18 2 6| bal| 4618 1858 | 165 010 1491110| 14310 4( 298 2 2
1946 | 14815 113 918 2,059 | 158 13 30113 4| 690 8| 37014 0
1622 1881610 176| 1819 3| 1798| 15715 1| 150 0 0| 13819 8| 28819 8
48| 59 611 51 41510 24| 64 3 00 00| 482 7| 1827
974 | 8310 86| 11 0'5( 1,00 12| 1448 4| 62 24| 2065 8
1455 115 8 4| 131 1716 1| 1586| 13219 6| 14014 6| 23016 5| sriio1l
3 1525 1101 7| 17| 31 9 3| 1642| 132 010| 340 0 0 14215 2| 48315 2
in 1707 | 118 124 919 3| 1831 5 60 0 Of 114 6 8 63
erbert River 1338 | 1051011| 145| 1417 2| 1483| 120 8 6210 0| 6416 6| 227 6 6
Oarried forward ... | 808,608 |28,081 10 4 (142,123 (11,668 11 9 |450,731 39750 2 1 (23,982 9 4| 8231 0 132163 9 &
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Table IL.—continued.

BrunN showing ToraL Amouxt of CorzEcTIoNs, NUMBER of Mrssacss TRANSMITTED, and AMOUNT BXPENDED in SATARIES and
(CoNTINGENCIES at the various TELEGBAPH StaTIONS, during the Year 1876—continued.

RECEIPTS,
STATIONS. CASE. O.MS. TOTAL.
220t mmoue [y 3oot | dmows | Noof | umomt | ssces | contngeaces |  mom
2 s a £ o d £ sd| £ sad| £ sd| 2 v

Broughtforward ... | 308,608 28,081 10 4 |142,123 | 11,668 11 9 |450,731 (39,750 2 1 (23982 9 4| 8231 0 132163 9 §
Cape Moreton 30 2 410 1,426 116.8 4 1,456 11813 2 40 0 0 72 910 112 9 10
Westwood ... 1,190 91 210 309 26 811 1,499 1711 9 150 0 0 72 7 4 222 7 4
‘Works Office 11 012 7 1,227 m 11 1,238 11113 8 103 6 8 16 6 10 3 2
Beenleigh 1,335 91 7 3 162 11812 2 1,497 10919 & 20 0 0 17 4 236 17 4
Dalrymple 336 3015 4 39 519 0 3614 4 6210 0 15 15 10 78 510
Tewantin 1,185 P 7 51 3 710 1,286 8219 5 150 0 © 2 6 3 2 6
Gin Gin 875 7819 8 33 3 010 908 06 32113 4 7216 6 394 910
Leyburn 871 5913 3 180 18 9 6 1,051 29 150 0 O 55 14 0O 14
Allora 792 5110 1 160 679 952 67 17 10 180 0 0 3 7 0 161 7

ebo 650 55 19 10 98 9 8 8 748 8 440 13 11 7012 3 611 6
Inskip Point 225 16 2 38 357 4815 7 582 64 17 10 40 0 0 1916 6 69 16

lacksoil 316 2 2 1 36 511 4 352 3113 5 175 18 10 284 9 5 410 38
Sandgate 917 5618 9 56 416 2 973 61 14 11 100 0 O 1219 6 112 19
Yengarie 776 59 711 20 110 8 796 6018 2 10010 1 19 16 6 130
Nive 665 5918 0O 5 6 7 670 60 4 7 150 0 0 117 3 2 267
Junction Creek 567 5219 10 87 719 604 60 1 7 248 6 8 261 0 3 509 611
Walsh o 256 2317 8 41 514 3 297 291111 123 18 4 171 711 295 6 38
Dunwich 133 810 7 402 4919 1 535 58 9 8 40 0 0 6312 1 10812 1

iaro 732 45 1 5 19 1014 9 851 5516 2 150 0 0 7111 B 221 b
‘Woody Island 105 7 4 405 4619 5 510 54 7 9 100 0 O 1313 0O 11813 O
Hawkwoo 607 53 17 10 3 39 610 54 1 7 318 6 8 4114 O 760 0 8

anango 408 2618 3 16 176 424 28 5 9 100 0 O 4414 1 144 14 1

urdekin 501 41 8 7 71 710 11 572 4819 6 308 6 8 67 3 5 37510 1

outh Passage 30 211 11 742 446 4 1 772 4816 0 40 0 0 125 1 8 65 1 3

nglewood 469 35 15 11 87 717 8 556 4313 7 150 0 0O 6010 6 210 10

nana 12 3412 1 70 807 590 4212 8 150 0 0 204 5 0 54

‘ate 243 2415 6 11 146 254 26 0 0 19 0 0 30812 5 503 12

‘aamba 474 3217 8 26 2 0 4 500 3418 0 150 0 0 9312 6
Caboolture 480 30 ; ¢ 42 499 522 34 16 10 150 0 0 L 610 351 6 1
Miriam Vale.. 415 3111 2 20 115 4 435 3 6 6 150 0 0 5016 6

485 2910 11 39 370 474 8217 11 150 0 0 6617 0 216 17
76 51 38 337 2618 0 413 3119 38 115 8 2 6 8 7 184 6
841 24 2 9 62 71 8 408 3118 & 150 0 0 8017 9 230 17
249 16 6 8 6 12 7 255 1618 8 8710 0 8019 6 18 9
195 1413 8 206 14 8 7 401 29 2 3 8 00 911 6 89 1
423 2418 6 31 2 810 454 27 7 4 86 13 4 71 2 7 157 16 1
108 9 3 8 220 770 828 2610 8 3710 0 121 8 58 18
289 2019 4 64 572 853 26 6 6 15 0 0 5211 6 202 11
238 20 0 6 16 118 4 254 21 18 10 15 0 0 187 2 6 287 2
247 19 8 20 114 6 267 21 4 40 0 0 616 6 46
241 1913 8 5 7 8 246 20 011 16210 0 343 11 10 606 1 1
278 1716 0 17 118 7 295 9 150 0 0 162 12 0 812 12
227 17 7 2 3 3 229 17 12 10 %0 0 0 340 7 490 0
121 1017 0 70 517 1 191 14 2615 & 1411 6 41 61
76 719 1 60 814 8 136 1613 9 70 L] 271811 7 34819
172 917 11 6 8 4 178 6 66 18 4 4 9 71
192 1314 38 6 13 10 198 14 8 1 150 0 O 202 14 9 852 14
138 916 0 12 11311 145 191 150 0 O 8 110 3 1 1
63 4 6 7 51 51 9 114 10 2 4 40 0 0 1011 6 50 11
116 7175 33 255 149 91210 17710 © 81814 5 496 4
81 613 3 17 110 8 98 8 311 175 8 4 253 3 6 42811 9
69 6 2 4 15 15 2 84 776 180 0 O 32819 1 50819 1
Burnett Heads - . . e o 30 0 0 616 6 3616 6
Recsiving  Office,

&R0, . 120 0 O o 128 6 O
Relieving Operators, 300 0 0 300 0 0
Brisbane Signal Station 170 0 0 2 181 3 2
Tenterfield Repeating

Stetion ... . 828 6 O 56 9 3| 188414 B8

TOTAL ... . 1329,092 (29,610 9 5 149,669 (12,372 6 O [*478,761|41,982 16 & |82,626 2 1 [14,872 12 8 (46,997 14 9

* 410 312 Tuternationa messages.
+ Also £2,884 0s. 11d. refunded to other Golonies.




Table No. 3.

ReTuRN showing AmouxT ExeeNpED in EAcm Monte during the Year 1876.

couTNENCLES,
1676, satamzs,
ot | TfEed” | Toes | g Forsge. Bent, gﬁ:’zg v otal.
£ s d 2 s a £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ e d £ s d £ s d £ & d
January .. o 2,659 811 273 -8 1 249 8 7 60 9 2 177 8 6 55 3 2 43 00 56 0 0 3 6 8 94719 2
Pebroary v o 248216 9 16118 0 | 455 4 2 515 9 39 29 1000 210 0 6400 1815 0 767 6 8
March ... 271116 8 | 20816 0 | 434 9 7 18 3 8814 6 | 603 8 3 | 803 9 8 | 10918 6 | 14019 © 1887 8 9
April 25341110 | 13012 4 | 17016 6 46 8 0 74 8 9 17 6 2 10 00 64 0 0 4611 2 560 211
May 276410 4 | 14417 9 | 16715 6 2617 9 99 410 100 0 1800 | 147 40 3718 4 64418 2
June 5 .2,842 7 7 | 20419 9 | 262 810 | 128 0 9 | 169 0 8 | 656 810 | 826 8 4 | 17010 3 | 24311 3 2251 3 8
July " 2,484 13 4 618 4 5 16 9 8 1510 9 15 6 8 e 46 810 71114 6
Avgust i e 2936 7 9 | 20212 4 | 219 8 © 10 6 38 2714 0 613 4 s 19 i 653 .2 7
September .., s 289 5 0 | 16119 4 | 28614 6 90 79 70 6 4 | 684 8 8 | 24413 7 | 112 0 O | 22418 9 187 311
October v e 268917 0 | 16818 6 | 21116 0 65 1 6 276 20 0 0 40 6 0 88 9 4 49 40 670 16 10
November .. v e 282219 6 18419 6 20619 2 1403 6417 8 612 1 315 0 711911 217 645 4 9
December ... e e 2966 2 5 | 1,007 14 3 39813 6 90 w_ 11 4 07 644 4 6 256 7 9 11216 3 19916 0 275711 9
TORAL e e 32625 2 1 | 855815 3 | 3,22018 7 60915 1 | 850 611 | 271315 O | 1,243 9 4 | L,1571810 | 100818 8 | 1437212 8




9

Table IV,
. Dapir AXD CREDIT STATEMENT.
Dr. Cr.
£ s d| £ sodf 1876 £ s d £ s
o T Expenditure— y cash paid into the Treas:
ries @ 32,625 2 1 on necount of Collections 29619 9 5
Contingoncies 1437212 8
46997 14 9 || By cash paid into the Treasury
To Befundmcnutuothercolomel, ‘on sccount of lntemhmml
ing proportion due to them Business 74 8 6
for Intercolonial Business— 29,684 17 11
Now South Wales 201113 7
ictoria ... 280 18 2 By value of sent
South Australia il 4 “On HerM:]eaty ervio 12372 6 0
‘asmanis .. 5
“Tasmania Cable Compan R By Balanco 752411 9
244718 1
To Refundment to New South
Vales on account of New
Zesland Businesy being amount
due to New Zealand, New
Zealand Cablo Lompn.ny, and
New South Wales .. 136 210
4958115 8 49,681 15 8
Table V.
RETURN showing the STRENGTH and DISTRIBUTION of the STAFF of the Erxcreic Terzomars DErartaent dwring the Yeer, 1876.
B} =
AERENE ] £ g
S|l 55 |« & : Pl g N
3198 |32 | 2 : g 2|2 Fi
o, HIRS R ] AEEE NE R ) £
BRI AR AR AR R NI H L
El2% |53 | 2| 8| & g HERE
HEREEERRRERE AR AL HEREIEIEIR
Superintendent’s Office .. 1| 1 1 1 1 1 Y4
Brisbane Central Station i 5 32
Brisbane Receiving Branch, &.P.0.| 1
Ipswich .. . 3
4
3
1
1
1
2
5
1
1
1
2
2
1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1
Belhane Wonks Gico 1
Brishane Railway Station 1
wong e 1
Indooroopilly ,, 1
o 1
1
1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1
1
1
1
1
H 1
CeeTponya Bail tion 1
Cifton N M 1 1
i 1 1
Carriod forward wlal 2 2] 2] a2} 2| 1] 7|8l 109
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Table V.—continued.

RETURN showing the STRENGTE snd DISTRIBUTION of tho STAPF of the TELEGRARK DEPARTMENT—continued. .

=T .
TEREAE

Sl Ed | 25| & §

smaiox. E| 22| &) 3 5| &

E128|°3| | §| %)%

HIEE I A

HERENEER AR NE

Brought forward ... 1 1 1 1 1

Allora Railway Station ..

Warwick 33
Dalb,

Condamine
Roma
Surat

8t. George -
Mitchell Downs
Charleville
Cunnamulla
Nive
Tambo

pringsure
Copperfield
Clermont

Moryborough
Woody Island, N.
Woedy Tsland, S.
Inskip Point
Gayndah
Hawkwood
Taroom

Gin Gin
Bundaberg
Burnett Heads
Torengering
Miriam Valo
Gladstone
Rockliompton
Sea Hill
Keppel Bay
Cape Capricorn
Yaamba
Marlborough
8. Tawrence
Collaroy

Nebo

Mackay
Bloomsbury
Bowen
Burdekin
Ravenswood
Millchester H
Charters Towers ...
Dalrymple
Townsville
Waterview
Horbert, River
Cardwell .

Junction Creck
Greorgotown
Gilbert River
Creen Creck
Normanton
Kimberley
Tait

wn
Relieving Operat
Toran

| &
g B |8
Ilcels HAE A
TsElE),| BBk VY
S8 (B 2]y |2(8|: ¢
& |8|8|A [F|5|5] &
7 131 |25] 9] 6 | 4[16] 4109

-
1
1

i
1

%
1

4
1
1
1

[UYETUL S B TR

.

907100 10 10 69 €0 6919 €5 €0 19 60 19 £ 14 19 01 1 10 19 19 19 00 1 €0 60 1= 10 1 =0 o b 14 53 10 13 00 1 10 19 1 10 19 10 1 14 T 15 1 ok €0 1 1ot 1 1t 00 18 16 80 4 1 69 1 19 14 80 1 63 1t

33

19

8
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Table VI,
AuovNT EXPENDED on CONSTRUOTION of LInes.
£ s d £ s d
Expended to 31st December, 1875—
Surplus Revenue ... e " e | 8L745 16 10
an .., e | 22931215 9
261,058 12 7
Expended during the year 1876—
SurPLvs REVENUE .., Gin Gin to Bundaberg ... 25115 0
o Gin Gin to Gladstone 52 0 0
Brisbane to Tweed River ... 993 1 0
Additional wire, Brisbane to Toowoomba 19 6
Ohanleville to Tambo 452 2 10
Ravenswood to Millchester 3910 0
Survey, Junction Creek to Cooktown... 123 3 6
P 1,913 11 10
Loax .. ‘Warwick to Goondiwindi ... 55 8 0
Cardwell to Gulf of Carpentaria ... 42 10 0
Springsure to Tambo 40 0 0
Charleville to Cunnamulla ... 3375 6 9
Cunnamulla to Rutherford’s 2,218 010
Giympie to Towantin 404 0 0
Maryborough to Tuskip Point. 21 6 10
Junction Creek to Palmer ... 8238 0 0 |,
Palmer to Cooktown 5,659 11 9
Brisbanc to Ipswich, new line L 1913 0
Mackay to Flat-top Island 8419 0
Keppel Bay to Sea Hill | 45 8 9
Normanton Line, ropairs 410 0
Tambo to Blackall 1518 9 0
Bowen to Waterview, additional wire 2,327 12 10
Charters Towers to Dalrymple w 1,299 3 7
Station Buildings, 1875 ... . 376 0 0
- Iron poles for Gulf Line " 6,785 5 3
Ipswich to Nanango 823117 8
Roma to St. George . . 1,041 12 6
Toowoomb to Highfields . 100
Station Buildings, 1876 . , 465 0 0
General account for Lines, Buildings, and Fn
specially provided for ... 210 0
37645 5 9
Total Expenditure to 31st December, 1876 ... £300,617 10 2

Holme Hall, Bakewell,

August 3rd, 1876.
My Dear Sie, s

The continued interruption on the Port Darwin Cable has, it appears, drawn the serious attention of
{he Australian Colonies to the proposed Caloutta, Singapore, and Queensland Line. The failure on the part of
M. As Goote and Messrs. Siemens to carry out that line is of too Tecent a date to require tho causes to be
specifically pointed out. You will remembeX that the capital proved to be utterly inadequate, and the guarantee
itself to have been given upon conditions which would, all;ne, haye ensured failure. I cannot too much congratulate
mgself and my friends that we officially declined having anhyching to do with the matter on the terms offered.
The root of the evil was employiug a contractor at_all for the purpose of Taising capital. A contractor should be
limited to his proper work of making and laying the cable. e si?mld be paid in cash, and the money should be
Taised by a company Wlwlli independent of contractors. It is better to wait until that can be done than have the
work carried out in any other way. The present financial position of cvery long sub-marine cable is ‘melancholy
evidence to the undoubted correctness of the latter observations. °

L shall bo glad to receive any information you may have to give upon telegraph matters.

Our former correspondence will have fully informed you of the views of myself and my friends, and I have
ouly to add on behalf of Sir Jas. Carmichacl nndy other Directors of the Sub-marine Telegraph Co., that we shall
be prepared to raise the required capital for the Singapore and Queensland Line on proper torms being given us by
the interested Governments, and to enter into negotiation with the Indian Government to carty out the proposed
Caleutta or Rangoon and Singapore Lines.

I would, in conclusion, point out that, if these lines be carried out by the existing company, no competition
or reduction of tariff can be expected, and one of the main advantages of those lines will be lost.

Believe me to be,
Faithfully yours,

F. GISBORNE.
W. J. Cracknell, Esquire,

Superintendent of Telegrapls.

Price 64

By Authority: Jaues C. Baax, Government Printer, William street, Brisbane.
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